ADADD
TOUGH DEMANDS FOR A STERN APPROACH

Countryside campaigners say the Government must think of the planet whilst making plans for the East of England
The Government’s modifications to the East of England Plan are expected within the next few days and the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) hope the Secretary for Communities and Local Government, Ruth Kelly, will take on board the central message of a recent authoritative report on climate change.
Last month, Sir Nicholas Stern, the former chief economist at the World Bank, warned climate change represented the widest-ranging market failure ever seen.  CPRE says the biggest threat to climate change in the eastern region is the dramatic increase in housing the region is being asked to build.   The Government Inspectors’ report is looking for an extra half million homes in the region by 2021.

Over the next few days, Ruth Kelly will announce whether she has heeded Stern’s warning or has been influenced by the Barker Report which called for a massive increase in housing in the wider south east.
In particular, CPRE will be looking for:

· The minimum number of new homes in the region and those that are built to meet carbon-neutral standards to reduce the impact on the environment.  CPRE is also anxious that those homes which are built should meet the needs of the people not the demands of market.
· Better public transport, coupled with measures to reduce our dependency on cars, such as congestion charging.
· A commitment to water efficiency grants for existing as well as newly-built homes as the region is one of the driest in the country.

For further information, or to arrange interviews, please contact:

(Your County contact details)
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